
 
 

UK visit  Report 

 

Tuesday 16th June 2015. Visiting teachers arrived in Cheltenham and were greeted by host teachers  

David Auker-Howlett and Ali Finch. 

Wednesday 17th June. The group were transported to Gloucestershire Colleges Cheltenham campus, 

where they were greeted by the College Vice Principal Peter White. Project Coordinator Leader 

Francisco Luque Ruiz, set out the main objectives of the meeting to all participants.  

The group were then transported to Gloucestershire Colleges Gloucester Campus, where they were 

greeted by Technologies Head of School, Mike Lawson, who then took the group on a guided tour of 

teaching workshops for motor vehicle, construction and Engineering. Following on from this, the 

group were taken on a guided tour of Gloucester’s Historical Docklands by UK project coordinator , 

David Auker-Howlett, where the group saw tall sailing ships in dry dock and in preparation to sail. 

After lunch at the campus, the group then visited The Slimbridge wetland wildlife trust, where they 

had an environmental lecture from the Wetland trust International manager. The visit also gave the 

group the opportunity to observe wetland animals in a protected natural environment. 

The evening meal was in a restaurant in the Historic docks. 

Thursday 17th June. The group spent all of the day at Cheltenham campus, preparing the final report. 

The project leader had already drawn a draft up and as a collective all staff had an input in how the 

final report should be completed. During the meeting the college Principal Matthew Burgess 

welcomed them. 

The evening meal was at the Cheltenham campus restaurant, which had been prepared and served 

by Students. Gloucestershire college International studies Head of School Victoria Heal joined the 

group. 

Friday 18th June. The group visited the Forest of Dean Campus and took part in the opening of the 

Human sundial. All attending countries had brought a plaque to place as a numeral on the sundial.  

The project leader Paco was asked to open the sundial, which he gave a speech about the project. 

The group then visited a cultural centre in the Forest where they saw a craftsman chainsaw carving a 

statue of a Gruffalo, after which the group were taken to a coalminers memorial site, where they 

were given a talk on the Forest of Deans Industrial Heritage. The group also visited the sites 

viewpoint where they could observe the Forest of Dean. 

A typical British lunch was served at the Forest Campus canteen, which consisted of a delicious beef 

and ale pie. 



 
The afternoon was spent in the campus boardroom discussing the outcomes of the meeting and 

discussing the final report. Staff were told by Paco of what was to be done by each partner, in 

regards to their part of the finalisation of the project 

 

 

On the return to Cheltenham the group were taken to a local brewery, where a gift of a bottle of ale 

was given by David Auker-Howlett to each coordinator in thanks for their work on the project, the 

ale label was prepared especially to provide a memento. 

The evening meal was at a café with a traditional English Fish and Chip meal. 

Saturday 19th June. The group visited the Cardiff tidal Barrage, where they were given a guided tour, 

which explained the positive and negative environmental impact a tidal barrage can have. 

The group then took a water taxi across Cardiff Bay, where they could have free time to have Lunch, 

visit the cultural centres and historical parts of Cardiff and its bay. 

The final evening meal was at typical Pub restaurant where the group were joined by host teachers 

and their families. There was live music during the evening and where most teachers said the last 

farewells. 

 


